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NAXOS BRINGS PETER BREINER’S ORCHESTRATION OF MUSSORGSKY’S 
PICTURES AT AN EXHIBITION TO MP3 AND 24 BIT DOWNLOAD 

 

 
MUSSORGSKY: Pictures at an Exhibition; The Nursery; Songs and 
Dances of Death  
 
Orchestrated by Peter Breiner 
 
New Zealand Symphony Orchestra; Peter Breiner 
 
Digital-Only 16 and 24 Bit Recording: 8573016 

 
On October 2, 2012, Naxos will release one of its featured recordings in a digital-only format. Conductor, 
arranger and composer Peter Breiner's new orchestrations of Mussorgsky's Pictures at an Exhibition, Songs 
and Dances of Death, and The Nursery will be available as MP3 and 24 bit/96 kHz High Definition Audio 
downloads. 

Pictures at an Exhibition was written in 1874 as a set of piano pieces, a translation into music of watercolors 
and drawings by Mussorgsky’s friend Victor Hartmann, who had died the year before. These piano pieces have 
been orchestrated by dozens of composers, with the version by Maurice Ravel being the most performed and 
recorded. In this new version, Peter Breiner has orchestrated the pieces for a larger orchestra of piccolo, three 
flutes, alto flute, four oboes, cor anglais, four clarinets, bass clarinet, four bassoons, contrabassoon, four 
horns, four trumpets, four trombones, tuba, timpani, and six percussion players, with bass drum, snare drum, 
cymbals, tam-tam, anvil, temple blocks, cabassa, tambourine, tubular bells, glockenspiel, xylophone, marimba, 
and vibraphone. The orchestra used also has piano, harp and celeste, with a string section of sixty players. 

Breiner commented on his work with the Mussorgsky pieces, "I was not trying to re-create Mussorgsky’s 
orchestral sound in this recording, but actually to create a contemporary sound. I wanted to create it without 
using unusual instruments and to stay within the limits of the traditional symphony orchestra with a substantial 
expansion in woodwind and percussion. I tried to create a contemporary sound with unusual combinations and 
settings." 

In celebration of the release of this recording, a release event will be held on October 10, from 6-9pm at the 
Bohemian National Hall (321 East 73rd Street, between 1st & 2nd Ave., New York, NY 10021). The evening will 
include a panel discussion about using digital downloads to promote classical music, a Bask film screening, 
drinks and hors d’oeuvres. All are welcome. 

To stream or download the recording, please visit http://official.fm/playlists/5n5Y and use the 
password “Promenade”. Booklet notes available by email upon request. A flash drive containing the 24 
bit/96 kHz High Definition Audio can be sent upon request as well. 
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*** 

 
Naxos of America: Headquartered in Franklin, Tennessee, a suburb of Nashville, Naxos of America 
(http://www.facebook.com/NaxosUSA) is the #1 independent classical music distributor in the U.S. and 
Canada. Specializing in state-of-the-art distribution, marketing and promotion, Naxos of America distributes 
nearly 32,000 SKUs to traditional brick and mortar retail, as well as offering a comprehensive suite of services 
tailored to consumer direct fulfillment. Naxos of America is also the largest digital distributor of independent 
classical music, supplying a catalog of over 30,000 albums to hundreds of digital download and mobile outlets 
worldwide. Naxos of America offers marketing, e-marketing, publicity, e-publicity, physical and digital e-
commerce services, licensing opportunities, streaming services, sales and customer service for all new 
releases and active catalog titles of Naxos Records and more than 150 distributed labels. 
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